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Policy guide 
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Annual review and outlook 



6  An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara | Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

Soil 
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Poor animal health- %    in CO2e 
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Biodiversity 

 

 

 

 

Pressures from agriculture 

 

• Land use 

 

• Habitat loss 

 

• Pollutants  

 

• Sediment 
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Nitrogen losses to water (EPA 2019)  
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… 
∙ Derogation Farms

Monitored catchments where nitrogen losses 

from agriculture cause water quality problems

Catchments with excessive nitrogen losses to 

estuaries and coastal waters

Monitored catchments where nitrogen losses 

are not a concern
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4th Nitrates action programme (2018-2021) 

Main measure to prevent pollution of water from agricultural sources under the WFD 

Max 170 kg  
manure N/ha 

Minimum manure storage 
requirements 

‘Maintain buffer zones adjacent to 
watercourses  

Green cover requirement on 
tillage crops 

c 7,000 derogation farms Derogation farms must soil sample 
and get NMP 

Derogation farm Max 250 
kg  

manure N/ha 
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Derogation review 2019 
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Agriculture & the environment  

 

•Animal numbers    ???       

•Fertiliser sales and trends ??? 

 

•Greenhouse gas emissions 

•Ammonia emissions 

 

•Biodiversity    

•Water quality      

•Soil health       ??? 

 

•Social license      ???  
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Policy proposals 
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Conclusions 

 

 

 

Reduce nitrogen 

 

 

Collaborate 

   

 

Stay healthy     

 


