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Agricultural Sustainability Support and 

Advisory Programme (ASSAP) 

  

• Signpost Series – Water Quality focus 

 

• PAA Engagement with Farmers 

 

• ASSAP farm assessment and farm plan 
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Public & Farmer Engagement 

 Public information meeting 

 

 

 Farmer information meeting  

 

 

 Provide information on stream water quality, farm assessment, mitigation actions 

 

 

Source - LAWPRO 



How does it work? 

 LAWPRO assess stream – desk study, chemical, biological, hydro 

morphology, stream walks etc. 

 

 

Source - Catchments.ie 



Farm Assessment Sheet 



What Causes Diffuse P & Sediment Loss? 
1. Most losses from low permeability soils 

2. Heavy rainfall leads to overland flow of water 

3. P binds tightly to soil particles/sediment 

4. P and soil sediment washed off into drains & 

streams 

 



Farm Assessment Sheet 



Farm Assessment Sheet 



 

 



 

 



 

 



What Causes Diffuse N Loss? 

1. Most N losses from free draining soils 

2. N does not bind tightly to soil 

3. Leaching occurs where more N applied than plant needs 

4. Excess N is leached by rain to waters 



Farm Assessment Sheet 

 



Farm Assessment Sheet 

 



N Mitigation Measures 
 Right Rate of Application 

• Apply in accordance with crop requirement 

• Accurate spreading equipment 

 Right Product 

• Protected Urea, LESS Slurry 

 Right Timing 

• Apply when plants are actively growing 

• Spring & Summer vs. Autumn applications 

• Weather 

• Need to improve N use efficiency ~ 25% currently 

 Right Location 

• Suitable fields & crops 

 Tillage 

• Green cover/catch crops , timing of sowing important to improve 

effectiveness 

• Spring cultivation (crops & re-seeding) reduces nitrate leaching 

 

 



Farm Assessment Farm Plan 
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Summary 

Challenge to get measures implemented 
and maintained on farm 

Collaborative, Voluntary, Non-regulatory 

Need uniform message from all 
advisors/industry 

Thank you to all farmers 
working with ASSAP! 



Thank You 

 

 Questions? 

• https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/assap

-interim-report-1.php 

 

• https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/water-

quality/farming-for-water-quality-assap/ 

 

• https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/climate-

change/the-signpost-series-webinars/ 

 


